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Theme were more pemrn grouped
heter in prayer in Wahington last
=t thn could be boused In any an-

um in the city, aside from Con-
vention Hall and the Sunday -taber-
nacle now bearing completion.
In nearly ag gatherings in homes

throughout Washington, approximate-
ly S,0 mon and women knelt in pray-
er for the success of the Sunday cam-

palgan In January and February.
Last week 710 prayer neetinge were

beld and 7,113 persons attended the
eatherings. There were 75 meetings
hat night. In another week those be-
hind this preliminary revival cam-

paign work expect that the total num-

ber 9f prayer meetings each Tuesday
and Friday night will aggregateLs00.
This will represent the largest total

for any city in which the noted evan-
gelist has campaigned, aside from
New York.

. Campaign Takes noid.
Large attendance at the prayer

nemphasIes the "hold" which
ceming campaign has on the
I people of Washington. All

lid. there are thirteen districts in
Washington housing 13 churches
which are co-operating directly with
the revivalists.
The meetings for prayer two even-

ings each week are conceded to be
among the strongest and best ar-
ranged features of the preliminary
campaign. And they are the ones
which Billy Sunday emphasizes con-
tinually as the most important. He is
a great believer In the efficacy of
prayer and he Insists always that the
advance prayer gatherings be "push-
ed to the limit," with the idea of hav-
Ing the entire city "covered" in the
preliminary prayer work.
The subject at each of the prayer

groupe last night was "Personal Pro-
feasimen d Consecra(4on." The par-
ticular thought emphasized by each
of the prayer leaders ,was this: 'Can
we'expeet to be really serviceable to
this movement unless God freshly for-
gives our own sins, cleanses our In-
ner lives, and fits us for this holy ser-
vice!' The prayer topics are changed
each week.

Paster Prayer service.
In line with the preliminary prayer

services, the Pastors' Federation of
the District met yesterday in the
New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church and decided unanimously to
invite every Winister In Washingtoninterested in the Sunday revival to
meet on the morning of December 31
for a prayer service for the success
of the revival. The meeting will be
held in the New York Avenue Pres-
byterian Church.
"Key men" who will direct the ush-ers at the big Tabernacle during the,Sunday campaign met for the first;

thne in the big wooden building last
night and were instructed by Dr.
James E. Walker. advance repre-
sentative of the Sunday party, on
lust "hat will be expected of them
during the mcetings. The "key men'
will have charge of the various Tab-
ernacle sections and each will di-
rect ten ushers in the handling of thebi; crowds and In taking the col-

re wil be an usher for every
ten feet of space in the building.
The Tabernacle is so constructed that
it can be emptied of a crowd of 11,09
persons in th: , minutes.

For City's Yeaagetera.
The ommittee in charge of boys'

and -.;irl work yesterday outlined
plan, for looking after Washin', n
vounst- -s from 10 to I years of
age. I; il-111 condut several ser-
ces for the children during the cam-

paign and experts of the Sunday
party will talk with them In the
schoolrooms. Charles P. Light is
chairman of this committe.'.
Dr. George G. lJowey spoke lart

night at a meeting of leading Prot-
estant Episcopaliais repnresenting thelI
dioc-a of Washinkton. in St. Ste-
phen's Church. Fouiteenth and Ir-
ving streets. lie tond of the organli-d
sation of men's Bible classes in
Washington. which have betn grow-
lng under hi5 direction at the rate
of about .200 new members each
week.
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Ship's Offi

By J. HERBERT DUCKWORTH.
Halifax. N. .. Dec. I.-The greatesi

miracle of the destruction- of Halifax
was the escape of Third Officer May-
ers of the steamship Middleton Castle,
which lay about 20 yards from the
Mont Bliane when her cargo of T. N,
T. blew up.
This is Mayers' story as he related

it to me:
"I had just come on the deck of

the Middleton Castle fully decided to
take a boat to go ashore on busi-
iiess when I noticed flames on the
deck of the Mont Blanc and in quick
time there followed the explosion.
"From that moment on till what

seems now like days afterwards. I donot know what teally happened except
that I landed practically unhurt. well
up on Fort Needham hill, a distance
of half a mile away.
"Though fully dressed when lifted

from the deck I was stark naked

HARRIS DENIED POST
CONTINUED FBOM PLGE ONE

tain It. The winning of the war de-
pends upon ships. I think it is a

crime that the shipping problem has
been so ill-handled."
Senator Fletcher. chairman of the

Commerce Committee, replied that
no matter whetfier an official "drop-
ped out." the shipping work would
go on.
Senator Chamberlain. of Oregon. re-

torted that while Pacific Coast yards
beaged for ships to build. contracts
were not made, and when they were
made the builders suffered mysteri-
ous handicaps.

Ships Not Produced.
"It9 an established fa't." resume'l

Senator liarding. "that we- have paid
for ships and are not gitting them.
Three men I have tal;:ed to said
their hands had teen tied."
John Sharn Williams. of Mississippi.

paid sincere tribute to Mr. Hurley,
but said he regarded an inquiry as
in no way partisan.
"I merely want the loyal men of

the Shipping Board to explain what
has baffled them," said he, "Th
worst that can be imagined is the
clash of the naval and the civilian
mind."
Senator Lewis. of Illinois. wanted
-esponsibillty detined. Senator Swan-
ion resented a "slight upon the navy."
"Naval offlcers were not givin the

necessary authority." he said.
"The navy would he building the

;hips now." said Senator Lodge. "My
dea is to dissolve the shipping board
and put in one competent man."

Question ef Authority.
Rear Admiral Ilarris' dispute. like

that of Rear Admiral Washington L.
*apps and that of Maj. Gen. George
Wi. Goethals with Chairman William
Penman, involved the question of au-
thority. Rear Admiral Harris was
tdvised that a chart of the duties was
being preparcd and that as soon as
that had been completed. his duties
would be laid down to him, just asthey would be to all the other officers
n the fleet corporation. That chart
Ras completed on Friday. Whether
Rear Admiral Harris was displeased
with his outlined duties or not, is not
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cer Lands Unhurt
when I was dropped on the shore.

"It all seems like a horrible night-
mare now. I room to remember be-
Ing lifted by the terrible shock a
tremendous height into the air.
"I thought at the time that I was

being driven through water and i
tried hard to check my progress. This
struggle at the time seemed to go on
for hours.
"I must have become unconscious.

finally. At any rate how I just land-
ed I cannot tell you."I can remember suddenly waking
up in a pile of snow with not a smltch
of clothing on.
"Fortunately I had no bones broken.

but I could not move. However, after
a short time a relief party came along
and picked me up."
This "human catapult" in now rest-

Ing at the home of W. A. Hart.
Mayer's fellow officers and relief

workers who picked him up vouch for
his story.

known. At any rate, yesterday It was
announced that he had sent his re-
quest to the Secretary of the Navy
for transfer back to his old poet.

Barley Gives Version.
"Admiral Harris, upon the retire-

ment of Admiral Capps on December
1. on account of ill health. was desig-
nated general manager," said Chair-
man Hurley. "while the reorganization
was in progress he suggested to me
that the Emergency Fleet Corporation
he moved to Philadelphia. I suggested
that a matter of this kind. involving
policy as wel as possible legislative
approval, would certainly have to be
submitted to the board of trustees. He
also vianted to give his immediate ap-
Iroval to an expenditure of about $12,-
40,00) for housing operations In con-
neetion with the shipyards. This be-
ing a depasture from the corporation's
functions of shipbuilding, I felt that
the trustees should pess upon it. Ad-
nuiral Harris then expressed the opin-
ion that his authority was to be lim-
ited and that he would be able to
render more service elsewhere. The
board of trustees concurred In this
judgment. feeling tlpt their duty re-
quired careful conderation of proj-
ects apart frem shbutildng.-"
Mr. Hurley seems confident that

any investigation wouM not cause per-
turbation in the Shipping Beard. par-
ticularly if it is complete.

Colored People Form
Red Cress Auliaries

OfIcials of the American Red Cross
are not confining their labors en-
tirelv to the white people. Colored
workers are actively engaged among
their own people In arousing inter-
est in the organization of auxiliaries
of Immense benefit to the Red Cross.
One of the most prominent of these

volunteers Is Mary McLeod Bethune.
of Daytona. Fla., founder and prin-Olpal of the Daytona Industrial
Scho-ol for Girls, begun by her with1.-1 and now conducted on a yearly
budget of $,i0.oO
She has spent several weeks In

the Polomac Division, telling the col-
ored people at mass meetings of the
needs of forming Red Cross auxil-Ilaries by them.
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and a blind mother and fatherseven little children are assured a
livelihood during 1918. A little
bread-wilaer of 1 yewrs ae.-bees
given a helping hand.
But, with only six days remain-

tag until Christmas, there are yet
twelve knocks only partially heed,
ed. The Associated CharlUs ha
asked $620 for the care of aifatherless children, and has received
only $48$.
A widow with three children needs

$416 to tide her through the coming
year. and so far only 113 has beea
subscribed. Only $6 has been given
toward the $416 needed for a desert-ed wife with two simall children.
Another' deserted wife with four
children still needs $256 toward the
1360 required.
A widow with five children need.

$31. and only $768 has been sub-
scribed. A Greek woman with ten
children is asking for $614. of which
$569 has been donated. There i
still another widow with six chil-
dren who needs $20, and another
deserted wife who must have $311.
And there is a grandmother and
"Little Johnny." who supports hisfive little brothers and sisters and
his grandmother. Johnny needsSust 1414 to make ends meet. And
ere is yet another widow, whose

four little children wage-earners.
though they work as hard as may
be. are unable to "get by" unless
some one gives them a lift this
Christmas.
Those who wish to contribute may

send donations to The Herald or toJohn Joy Edson. treasurer of the
Associated Charities.
Subscriptions amounting to $228

were received yesterday.

EOSE BY GORGAS
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center of endemic meningitis for years.
Yet the camp was built In the river
about. where storms of dust blowabout the streets. To the dust and the
crowding he attributes the excessive,
pneumonia rate. The men had no win-
ter clothing and no heat in the bar-
racks.
Of Camp Sevier he says: "8anitary

conditiogs here are serious. Sixty
men have died of pneumonia within
the last month.'
The condition was due to the over-

crowding of men from rural communi-
ties who had never had measles and
to the lack of warm clothing. Under
date of November 2. Gen. Gorgas saysthat wool clothing has arrived but
not issued and that the whole com-
mand was still in khakL
"Heat and plumbing are needed in

the hospital." he says. and be recom-
mends motor trucks for the hospitaL

Nine Ken to a Tent.
At Camp Doniphan, nine men to a

tent resulted In exceasive pneumonia.
meningitis. diptheria and messles.
"I am informed that shipments of

winter clothing are coming in rap-
idly and issued to the men as fast
as received." says Gen. Gorgas. "From
personal observation, however, I find
that many men are still wearing their,
:otton khaki clothing." This report
was dated December 17.
At Camp Bowie the prevalence of

diseases due to overcrowding and in-
sufficient clothing is noted. Conditions
here are described as the worst of any
camp visited. They have disturbed the
governor of Texas and the local health
authorities.
"The base hospital is in an unfin-

ished condition." Gen. Gorgas reports.
"No water in the hospital. no plumb-
ing or sewer connections."
Gen. Gorgas recommends telegraphio

orders to correct conditions.

Teuton Kisses Tricolor
But 'Twas "Play-Actiiig"
New York, Dec. 18-Note for the

Kaiser: A German subject kissed the
French flag here last night.
It was only "play-acting." but just

the same Mme. Hempel, the German
)pera singer. took the flag in both
hands and pressed it to her lips in
the presentation of "Daughter of the
Regiment." The audience cheered.
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OUR STORE AT 505 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK

Our New York Stores afford facilities for quick delivery to all points N-oI.and East of flowers ordered through Washington. - -

The choicest of Cut Flowers and Potted Plants are held in invariable reamIness
to meet every denind of the season.

J. H. Small Sons
(INCORPORATED)

WASHINGTON_ NEW YORK-

Waldorf-Astoria. Telephone 290615th and H Sts. N. W. Greeley.
Telephone Main 158 505 Madison Ave. Telephone 856o,

8561, 8562 Plaza.
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Join theseAmericans ontheroad toVictory
See the crowd! It is a happy crowd! Why? Because it is on

the road to Victory. It is an old road, the Thrift road, the broad
highway to personal success. And as usual, the success of the indi-
vidual means the success of the Nation.

The Nation to-day wants Victory. The individual here at
home can help best by winning a million smaller victories over
waste and extravagance.

Join the crowd! Take the Thrift pledge! Raise the W. S. S.
flag and keep it flying. Put your quarters and your dollars behind
your sons and husbands and brothers on the sea and in France.

Be a War Saver. Be a Life Saver.
Join the Crowd!!
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